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“…A significant geological feature of the adjacent areas is the undersea 
mountains. A seamount is a mountain rising from the seabed that does not 
reach the sea surface. Most often seamounts occur in chains or clusters. 
Nearly all of the seamounts in the adjacent areas are volcanoes: some are 
still erupting actively, and others stopped erupting long ago. The Monument 
includes 33 seamounts; the adjacent areas include approximately 132 more. 
The additional seamounts provide important opportunities for scientific 
exploration and study. Estimates are that 15 to 44 percent of the species on 
a seamount or seamount group are found nowhere else on Earth. Roughly 5 
to 10 percent of invertebrates found on each survey of a seamount are new 
to science. Some seamounts have pools of undiscovered species. The 
approximately 132 seamounts in the adjacent areas provide the opportunity 
for identification and discovery of many species not yet known to humans, 









NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer  2009 
Kongsberg EM 302  30 kHz Multibeam Echo Sounder 
 
R/V Atlantis  2014 







Base: 4570 m 
Peak: 1889 m 
2681 m of relief in 12 km distance 
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